
Writing an Essay 
Spring Branch Academy 

 

We read not only to know, but also to think; therefore, writing should regularly follow reading.  To encourage this 

habit, you will regularly write essays upon topics generated from your reading in this course.  An essay literally is a 

mental test of the strength of your own mind, an expression of how well you understand a topic. 

 

The topics for your essay must be generated by something in the assigned reading.  The best essays come from a 

trail of thought launched from some detail or insight gained by your reading.  To develop this trail, you are 

encouraged to “pick your posies” from the text (quotations or insights that you want to pocket) and “press them” in 

your notes, citing the page number.  This practice will help both your recall and citation. 

 

The essay is composed of two paragraphs: 

 

The first paragraph introduces your topic in a way that will entice your reader to read more.  In this 

paragraph, you must include the specific quotation or information in the book you read that piqued your 

interest and generated your own thoughts.  Also include a problem generated by the topic, that is, because 

of what you found in the reading, a person could react in this direction or in that direction. 

 

The second paragraph gives your own views on the topic.  You must give at least three points that support 

your perspective.  These points can (and probably will) include other details from the book you read, or 

from other books, such as the Bible.  At the end of the essay, conclude by stating your main point again, 

and by showing why it is important for the reader to know your main point. 

 

The format of the essay is: 

 

 Typed, 10-point font, one-inch margins, and double-spaced 

 400-word minimum, one-page maximum length 

 Title: Centered and bold, with your name on the next line (not in bold) with no line spacing in between 

 For biblical quotations, add the biblical book, chapter, and verse in parentheses: 

  “Wisdom is better than strength” (Ecclesiastes 9:16). 

 For other quotations, cite the author, a short form of the title, and the page number in parentheses: 

  “The lives of men are transformed by a piece of news” (Machen, Christianity & Liberalism, 48). 

Repeated citations from the same work use “ibid” in italics, followed by a period: 

“Christian fellowship exists only between those to whom the message has become the very basis  

of all life” (ibid., 52). 

 

At the bottom of the page, include a bibliography of any non-biblical sources cited in the essay: 

 

Source: Machen, J. Gresham. Christianity and Liberalism. Reprint, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2009 [1923]. 

 

Grading will be based on both the content and the form of the essay.  In content, you should demonstrate the three 

levels of intelligence—knowledge (the facts given in interesting and salient details), understanding (discerning the 

difference between two similar items of the same class), and wisdom (the ability to apply creatively what you have 

learned to real-life situations).  In form, you should demonstrate both eloquence (the force of argument, based a lot 

upon the arrangement of ideas) and elegance (the beauty of your prose). 

 

Please note: Your essay will not be graded on whether your teacher agrees with your position or not, but on how 

well you interact with an idea from the reading material.  This is a conversation, in which I will grade you based on 

performance, and then answer you personally based on my own thoughts and beliefs. 

 

If you have any questions, please let me know.  In the end, you should appreciate having a written record of your 

journey through the material of this course. 


