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Much of education consists of reading books.  Even God Himself has communicated His mind to us through a book, 

the Bible (which literally means “book”).  But the reading of books is not sufficient in itself for knowledge.  Many 

people read books only to forget most of what they read.  Like the early frontiersman, they shoot the buffalo, but do 

not bother to process the meat and pack it away for future use.  Instead of reading a book and moving on, we should 

first pack away what we learn.  Like stories we tell over and over, the books we learn the best are the ones we talk 

about the most.   

 

One excellent discipline for packing away what we read is to write a book review.  The following guide offers a 

simple outline for writing such a review.  The book review consists of four paragraphs, which are described under 

the four underlined headings.  When finished, the review should be no longer than two double-spaced, type-written 

pages (one-inch margins, 10-point font). 

 

The Author’s Story 

 The first sentence gives both the genre of the book and its subject: 

  “Big Book by Joe Author is a novel about life during the Civil War.” 

 The next sentence gives the main character and starts describing the plot: 

 “The story focuses on the experiences of Billy Smith, a boy living on a southern plantation.” 

 The rest of the paragraph develops the plot in a general way, without revealing how everything turns 

out in the end. 

 

The Author’s Point 

 The first sentence gives the thesis of the book: 

 “In Big Book, Joe Author argues that adversity brings real prosperity.” 

 The rest of the paragraph gives the author’s evidence for his thesis. 

  “The author attempts to prove his point in three ways.  First,…” 

 

Your Analysis 

 The first sentence tells your overall opinion of the book’s argument: 

  “Joe Author makes a good apology for adversity, but misses out on two details.” 

 The rest of the paragraph offers your detailed analysis of both the author’s story and his message.  It is 

best to begin with the merits of the book, before describing its faults. 

 

Your Suggestions 

 The first sentence offers the best use for this book for someone else: 

  “Big Book will really help those in a personal crisis.” 

 This paragraph also offers suggestions for future books: 

  “Hopefully this will not be the last word on this topic.  In particular, the insights  

  into suffering offer strands for another author to weave.” 

  

At the end of your review, include a bibliography of the book reviewed and of other non-biblical sources cited: 
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