
 

 

Spring Branch Academy 
Parent/Student Handbook for 2015-16 

 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding” (Proverbs 9:10). 

 
 _____________________________  Ì  _____________________________ 

 
True education begins with God.  In fact, He is the beginning and the end of all things, as well as the environment in 
which all things live and move.  In other words, God is the great context in which all else must be understood.  
Therefore, to understand our world, and even to understand ourselves, it is necessary to understand God.  This fact 
alone makes Christian education a necessity for our children. 
 
Spring Branch Academy offers a Christian high-school education in the liberal arts for home-schooled children.  In 
keeping with the example of Jesus, who sought out the priests at age twelve and yet remained submissive to His 
parents, the academy enables students to interact with a pastor or teacher outside the home, while yet remaining home-
schooled.  This unique form of youth ministry is sometimes called a “cottage school,” although a better description 
might be home-school academy.  In a sense, the pastor or teacher is invited to give the child lessons, in much the same 
way as tutors are hired to give piano lessons.  Given the diversity and difficulty of high-school courses, it is a privilege 
to offer busy parents courses from a fully-planned, fully-taught Christian curriculum. 
 
Distinctive Traits 
 
Spring Branch Academy has several traits. 
 
First, the academy seeks to promote the knowledge of God in everything.  Just as your room and your hobbies express 
your personality, so does God’s world and God’s works.  God is personal.  He can be known through the consistent 
character of His thoughts and ways.  However, since His thoughts and ways are higher than ours as “the heavens are 
higher than the earth,” we need help.  We need His word, the manual of interpreting God; we need His Son, who fully 
displayed His Father’s character to us; and finally, we need His Spirit, to enlighten our minds.  Therefore, in keeping 
with these necessities, the academy encourages the use of Scripture and prayer in the classroom, both at the start of 
each day, and as the teacher is led by the Spirit.  Moreover, each student enrolled must take theology class.   
 
Second, the academy is committed to parental authority and home education.  Parents select the classes, review the 
curriculum, monitor progress, and even read some or all of the assigned books as an aid to home discussion.  Parents 
also keep track of the transcript, add electives, and issue the diploma.  In turn, students do most of their work at home, 
under the supervision of their parents.  Classes meet only once or twice per week.  In a sense, the format resembles 
college, and is actually a good preparation for college and for wise living in general. 
 
Third, the academy teaches the liberal arts from a Christian perspective.  The liberal arts include foreign languages 
(Greek, Latin), the languages of nature (mathematics, science), a core of history and literature, and a capstone of 
theology, all based on the word of God, the One Source of wisdom (Proverbs 2:6).  Regarding pagan literature, the 
academy seeks to avoid works that turn sinful content in entertainment.  In general, assigned works are carefully 
critiqued, with virtues applauded (Philippians 4:8) and vices exposed (Proverbs 7). 
 
Fourth, the academy aims to be a gospel ministry that promotes discipleship to Jesus Christ.  Pastors are encouraged 
to participate, and teachers are encouraged to be pastoral.  In turn, students are taught what the lordship of Christ looks 
like in all aspects of life—from the highly philosophical and cultural aspects, to the home-oriented and practical ones.  
In particular, men are encouraged to become loving leaders in their church and community—that is, “in the gate” 
(Psalm 127:5)—while women are encouraged to become resourceful managers of their homes and businesses, in 
keeping with the initiating spirit of Proverbs thirty-one.  It is hoped that each student will eventually become a 
contributing member of a local church through faith in Christ. 
 
Finally, the academy seeks to promote both the fear of God and the love of God.  Lord willing, these spiritual graces 
will supply the atmosphere in which all learning takes place.  They will also strongly affect how His word is read, how 
His songs are sung, and how His people are valued.  At the core, the academy stresses the lordship and the worship of 
Christ, which together comprise the basis of Christian unity and the compass for Christian living (see Psalm 16). 



 

 

Mission Statement 
 
Spring Branch Academy exists to bring glory to God through the provision of an excellent Christian high-school 
education in the liberal arts for home-schooled children. 
 
Objectives 
 
The academy has four overall aims: 
 
 1. To assist parents in giving their children an excellent high-school education for college and for life. 
 
 2. To train all students to become worshipers and to fulfill their God-given roles as disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
 3. To extend the pastoral ministry of the church into more homes and into more areas of a student’s life. 
 
 4. To glorify God, by making His Son more visible in the community through this excellent good work. 
 
In addition to these overall aims, the academy has the following specific goals: 
 
 1. To insure that the final responsibility for educating the child rests upon the parents. 
 
 2. To keep the cost of education affordable, especially for large families.  The amount of tuition may be set each 

September by the parents, on the principles of Jesus, who directed His disciples to give freely and to eat 
whatever was put before them (Matthew 10:8; Luke 10:8).  All parents should give something, however, 
even as the Holy Spirit directs those taught to share with those who teach (Galatians 6:6). 

 
 3. To provide an excellent alternative to the public school system⎯an alternative that will provide 
  a valid option for concerned parents and also bring glory to God and to Jesus Christ in this community. 
 
 4.  To teach a full curriculum in the liberal arts⎯theology, history, literature, science, foreign language  
  and mathematics. 
 
 5. To meet the core requirements for graduation in the state of Michigan.  The entire program gives 24 credits,  
  which is based upon either the completion of a purchased curriculum or 180 hours of coursework per course.   
  Parents are solely responsible for any elective credits (music, athletics, etc.) necessary for graduation.   
  Electives may be offered through a network of contributing teachers and posted on a list. 
 
 6. To prepare students for college, even if this is not God’s will for their lives.  Students who excel should  
  explore the possibility of college credit through advanced placement (AP) examinations. 
 
 7.  To instill wisdom, both unto salvation through the knowledge of Scripture (2 Timothy 3:15), and unto 
  right living in this evil age through a guided exposure to the thought and culture of Western Civilization. 
 

8.   To nurture leaders, who will lead their family, community, and church in God’s word and in wisdom. 
 

9.   To be a ministry of gifted men, where teachers have a pastoral heart to fulfill a ministry, rather than an 
institution, where positions need to be filled. 

 
10.   To be financially responsible as a business, relying more on tuition than donations, and remunerating 

teachers on a level comparable to the local public school system. 
 
Regarding these goals, let it be remembered that none of them can succeed apart from the grace of God.  Therefore, 
the academy is committed to prayer, both in the academy and for the academy.  This commitment to prayer is vital for 
humility, faith, and love, because without God’s grace, knowledge will puff up, lead astray, and promote selfish ends.   



 

 

Course Descriptions 
 
 Theology All Christian education should have at its heart a quest for knowing God.  Formally, this quest   

involves theology.  Since theology pertains to all of life (just as God Himself does), the theology 
course is often matched to relevant topics in the humanities and science.  This allows for fruitful 
cross-pollination of thought.  Each theology course has three components⎯foundations to the faith, 
the faith itself, and the outworking of faith in daily living. 

   
 Humanities This course combines history and literature into a double-credit course of reading and writing.  The  
  aim of this course is to give a broad overview of Western Civilization and American history.  The  
  main historical narrative (key events and figures) is usually presented in a lecture, rather than  
  through a textbook.  Reading mainly involves primary sources, which let the era speak for itself.   
  Writing consists mainly of essays and book reviews.  Basic facts are often learned with the aid of an  
  introductory grammar, usually in the form of a catechism.  Each course proceeds chronologically,  
  keeping on center stage the works of God, whose deeds are great and just. 
 
  Since the humanities course is double-credit, freshmen, sophomores, and juniors should expect in  
  this class to do twice the work of another reading course (e.g. theology). 
 
  Seniors take a “Public Policy” course, which covers the three main topics discussed in the American  
  public square—politics (fall term), economics (winter term), and medicine/ethics (spring term). 
  Each term has half a credit of work.  This workload enables the course to fulfill the requirement of  
  the state of Michigan, that each student must have a half-credit of American civics. 
 
 Science In addition to learning the core of a science by completing a full academic textbook, coursework  
  for freshmen, sophomores, and juniors also includes learning the history of the science as well as  
  exploring its “poetry” or larger meaning.  Labs and field trips are interspersed.  At the end of each  
  term, students give presentations.  Overall, the goal is not mastery, but familiarity, enabling  
  intelligent interaction for a lifetime. 
 
  Seniors take a rhetoric course, which teaches the art of writing and speaking well.  In the spring,  
  students listen to classic speeches in American history, and compose and give their own speeches. 
   
 Language The academy offers Greek and Latin, which are the core languages of Western Civilization. 
  These languages give students a better comprehension of scientific terms, English vocabulary,  
  theological concepts, and ancient culture in general.  Knowing Greek is especially precious to a 
  Christian, since Greek is the language of the New Testament. 
 
  Greek is taught first, then Latin.  This reverses the standard order of classical education.  Teaching  
  Greek first encourages fruitful cross-pollination in geometry, biology, and the history of the early  
  church.  Teaching Latin second aids the upper-classmen in rhetoric.  (Latin vocabulary and phrases  
  are taught with the Logic and Rhetoric classes.) 
 
  Greek is taught first, allowing for fruitful cross-pollination with other subjects, especially biology,  
 
  Classes concentrate on vocabulary, grammar, and translation (both from and to Greek and Latin). 
 
 Mathematics Freshmen and sophomores take geometry and algebra, in that order.  Geometry is taken first, 
  because it coincides with learning about the Greeks, and allows for algebra to be taken in  
  sequence.  Juniors and seniors take advanced algebra and trigonometry in preparation for calculus.   
  In the future, the academy plans to offer calculus and business math as options. 
 
  Each class usually covers two lessons.  Parents must oversee the integrity of testing and grading. 



 

 

Curriculum Schedule 
 
The following table describes the normal sequence of courses.  New students with existing credits are encouraged to 
seek counsel for specialized plans that will satisfy graduation requirements. 
 
Freshman 
 
 Theology Theology I 
   Foundation: Creation by Fiat: The Case for Orthodoxy against Evolution 
   Faith: The Doctrine of the Bible 
   Family: Work as Vocation 
 Science Biology 
 Humanities I Western Civilization I: Ancient/Medieval 
 Math Algebra I 
 Language Greek I 
 
Sophomore 
 
 Theology Theology II 
   Foundation: The Absolute Faith in a Pluralistic Age 
   Faith: The Doctrine of God 
   Family: Personal Finances 
 Science Geometry 
 Humanities II Western Civilization II: Reformation/Modern Europe 
 Math Algebra II 
 Language Greek II 
 
Junior 
 
 Theology Theology III 
   Foundation: Social Order: The Hierarchy of the Universe 
   Faith: The History of Redemption 
   Family: Marriage 
 Humanities III American History & Literature 
 Science Chemistry 
 Math Precalculus 
 Language Logic 
 
Senior 
  
 Theology Theology IV 
   Foundation: Epistemology and Hermeneutics: Revelation, Knowledge, and Language 
   Faith: The Doctrine of Salvation 
   Family: Parenting 
 Science Physics 
 Humanities IV Public Policy 
   Government (Civics) 
   Economics 
   Medicine (Bioethics) 
 Math Calculus 
 Language Rhetoric 
 



 

 

Weekly Schedule 
 
Classes meet once or twice a week, usually for an hour to an hour and a half.  Full-time students receive a thirty-
minute break for lunch and recreation.  The weekly schedule for freshmen, sophomores, and juniors is as follows: 
 
 First Day Theology Second Day Humanities (History/Literature) 
  Science  Science Lab 
  Mathematics  Mathematics 
  Language  Language 
 
The humanities class generally alternates between history and literature from week-to-week.  Focusing on only one 
subject at a time helps students to concentrate better, both at home and in discussions at the academy.  Ideally, 
students will read only one or two books at a time, and write on everything they read.   
 
Yearly Schedule 
 
The school year begins after Labor Day and ends before Memorial Day.  Each term is ten weeks long, and ends with a 
presentation night to parents.  To earn one credit, students are expected to work on average six to six-and-a-half hours 
per day (Monday through Friday) for thirty-five weeks.  This time amount includes class time.  No homework is 
planned for Saturday or Sunday, or for the two weeks of holiday break (Christmas and Easter).  Since each term is ten 
weeks long, there are five weeks in which classes are not held.  These weeks are not vacation weeks, but are still part 
of the school schedule.  They are called “Reading Weeks” due to the larger amount of reading assigned. 
 
Assuming that students read about twenty pages per hour, the amount of reading per class is approximately as follows: 
 
 In-Class Weeks 
  Class-time 1 hour 
  Writing  1 hour 
  Reading  3 hours x 20 pages per hour = 60 pages per week 
 
 Reading Weeks 
  Reading  5 hours x 20 pages per hour = 100 pages per week 
 
These numbers are only estimates, especially given the varying amount of words on any given page.  Tallying them 
up, the total amount of reading per course is as follows: 
 
 In-class weeks: 60 pages per week x 30 weeks = 1800 pages 
 Reading weeks: 100 pages per week x 5 weeks = 500 pages 
 Total:   1800 pages + 500 pages = 2300 pages per course. 
 
Since the humanities course includes both history and literature, the reading load is double the amount given above.   
  
Grading 
 
The weighted averages vary per course (see the syllabi).  Good participation in class adds 1% to the overall term 
grade.  The final grade for the course is the average of the grades for the three terms. 
 

Ten-Point Scale 
Grade Points Grade Points Grade Points Grade Points 

A+ (98-100) 
A   (93-97) 
A-  (90-92) 

4.3 
4.0 
3.7 

B+ (87-89) 
B    (83-86) 
B-  (80-82) 

3.3 
3.0 
2.7 

C+ (77-79) 
C    (73-76) 
C-  (70-72) 

2.3 
2.0 
1.7 

D+ (67-69) 
D    (65-66) 
F     < 65 

1.3 
1.0 
  0 

 
*This grading scale was taken with permission from Trinity Academy of Raleigh (www.trinityacademy.com). 
**The cumulative grade-point average is adjusted from a 4.3-scale to a 4.0-scale on the transcript. 



 

 

Calendar 
 
The following table summarizes the general dates for class.  For a specific listing of class dates for the coming year, 
see the separate calendar. 
 
 Summer Parents Orientation & Prayer Meeting 
 
 Fall Classes begin after Labor Day and end the week before Thanksgiving. 
  Fall Term often has one reading week midterm, though two is possible. 
  Presentation Night is set for the final Friday of the Fall Term. 
 
 Winter Classes begin the week after Thanksgiving and last until the week before Christmas. 
  During Christmas there is no class for two weeks. 
  After Christmas, classes last for seven weeks in a row or possibly eight weeks with a reading week. 
  Presentation Night is set for the final Friday of the Winter Term. 
 
 Spring Classes commence after one reading week between the Winter Term and Spring Term. 
  During Easter there is no class for one week; the date of Easter varies from year to year. 
  There is one reading week midterm. 
  Classes end the week before Memorial Day. 
  Presentation Night is set for the final Friday of the Spring Term. 
  Parents have the option of issuing diplomas during this final Presentation Night. 
 
*Parents are encouraged to mark their calendars early for Presentation Night. 
 
Faculty 
 
Bob Snyder 
 
Spring Branch Academy was founded by Bob Snyder, who desired to see his own high school children taught with 
others in a classroom setting.  Bob has over ten years of pastoral experience.  He also taught at two Christian schools 
in Kentucky before successfully completing four years of this curriculum in Hudson, Michigan.  Both graduates from 
Hudson went to college, one to Taylor University and the other to Hillsdale College.  Bob’s educational background 
includes bachelor degrees in mechanical engineering and mathematics, a master of divinity degree, and a Ph.D. in 
church history from Southern Seminary, in Louisville, Kentucky.  In addition to education, Bob brings to the academy 
several years of industry experience, as well as over twenty years of family experience, as the husband of one wife 
and the father of six children. 
 
For more information on this teacher and this ministry, see the website for Spring Branch Academy at 
www.sermonaudio.com. 
 
Admissions 
 
Those interested should contact Bob Snyder at (517) 849-7035 or Qoheleth1210@gmail.com. 
 
Class size is limited to twelve students. 
 
Cost 
 
Monthly tuition is determined by each family, according to the principles of Scripture (1 Corinthians 9:11, 14; 
Galatians 6:6).  In addition, there is a one-time enrollment fee of $100 per family, which helps towards office 
expenses and the use of the building. 
 
Parents are responsible to obtain the books needed for each course, whether through purchasing (new or old) or 
through borrowing (e.g. church library, interlibrary loan).  Parents are also encouraged to contact other parents, who 
may have previously purchased these books. 



 

 

Location 
 
Classes meet at Countryside Bible Church, northeast of Jonesville, Michigan on Litchfield Road.  The church facility 
is equipped with a brand-new classroom, a kitchen, and a gym for midday recreation. 
 
In consideration for the church and its ministry, parents are encouraged not to leave children unattended during and 
after class.  In case of emergencies, the church secretary can be reached at (517) 849-9338. 
 

___________________ 
 

“A good liberal arts high school, if it does nothing else,  
ought to produce graduates who are competent analytical readers.” 

 
Mortimer J. Adler and Charles Van Doren, How to Read a Book, rev. ed.  

(New York: Simon and Schuster, Touchstone, 1972), 29. 
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Statement of Faith 
 

The following statement of faith delineates the beliefs of the academy and of its teachers, who are required to adhere 
heartily to this statement and to teach in accordance with it without mental reservation.  Enrollment does not require 
that every parent or student adheres to these beliefs, but only that each student exhibits some fear of God and respect 
for authority.  By God’s grace, each student will receive a clear presentation of the reality of Jesus Christ, and have 
ample opportunity to respond to this life-changing, life-giving message. 
 
 Scripture We believe that the Bible, consisting of the sixty-six books of the Old and New Testaments, is  
  the verbally inspired word of God⎯inerrant in its original autographs, infallible in its  
  prophecies, and providentially preserved in trustworthy translations (1 Cor. 2:13; 2 Tim. 3:16;  
  Mt. 5:18; Lk. 16:17; Jn. 10:35; 17:17).  Therefore, the Bible is the supreme, final, and  
  sufficient authority in all matters of faith and practice (Isa. 8:20; Jude 3; 2 Tim. 3:17), as well  
  as a reliable witness in matters of history and science (e.g. 1 Chr. 1-9; Job 38-41). 
 
 God We believe in one God, eternally existent in three persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy  
  Spirit (Dt. 6:4; Mt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14). 
 
 Creation We believe that God created everything from nothing in six days (Heb. 11:3; Ex. 20:11), and  
  that He made man in His own image, giving him upright character and worth (Gen. 1:26-28;  
  Eccl. 7:29). 
 
 Sin We believe in the fall of man⎯that through Adam’s sinful choice, man forfeited his upright  
  character and became a slave to sin, thus deserving God’s wrath and eternal punishment (Rom.  
  5:12-19; Jn. 8:34; Rom. 3:9-12; Eph. 2:3; Mt. 25:46).  Nevertheless, in light of his original  
  creation, man on earth retains worth and should be treated accordingly (Gen. 9:6; Jas. 3:9-10). 
 
 Jesus Christ We believe that God loved the world and sent His Son to be the Savior of the world (Jn. 3:16- 
  17; 4:42; 1 Tim. 4:10).  This Son, JESUS CHRIST, was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of  
  the virgin Mary, lived a sinless life, worked true miracles, was crucified and died for our sins,  
  was buried but then raised bodily from the dead on the third day, after which He ascended into  
  heaven, where He is now seated at the Father’s right hand until the day He returns bodily to  
  judge the world (Mt. 1:18-25; Lk. 1:35; Isa. 53:9; Mt. 11:4-5; 1 Cor. 15:3-4; Acts 1:9-11;  
  Eph. 1:20; Acts 17:31).  Jesus Christ is Lord, fully God and fully human, the only mediator  
  between God and men, and the only way to heaven (Rom. 10:9; Jn. 1:1, 14; 1 Tim. 2:5; Jn.  
  14:6). 
 
 Salvation We believe in salvation by grace alone⎯that through faith alone, a repentant sinner is securely  
  united to Jesus, whose blood justifies him from sin and whose life guarantees to him eternal  
  life (Eph. 2:8-9; 1 Cor. 1:30; Acts 20:21; Rom. 5:1, 9-10; 6:1-14; 8:1; Heb. 7:23-25).  Unless  
  a sinner is justified and made alive by the Holy Spirit while yet on earth, he cannot enter  
  heaven (Rom. 3:19-20; Jn. 3:3, 5). 
 
 Holiness We believe that every believer should unite with other believers in a local church (Heb.  
  10:25), and should strive by God’s power to live a holy and exemplary life in preparation for  
  the Lord’s imminent return (Heb. 12:14; 2 Pt. 1:3-11; 3:8-14).  Through a life of faith, love,  
  and obedience a believer shows that he is truly born of God (1 Jn. 2:29; 4:7; 5:1). 
 



 

 

Secondary Doctrines 
 
Secondary doctrines are those teachings that are necessary for salvation and that form differences between evangelical 
denominations—those that believe in the Gospel.  Examples include differences over baptism, miraculous gifts, and 
church government. 
 
Since secondary doctrines by and large created the denominations, they then pose a peculiar problem to a community 
Christian school, which is not governed by one church or denomination, but serves many.  To maintain unity and to be 
of service to all, it is tempting to prescribe silence, saying, “We teach the Bible, not doctrine.”  While understandable, 
such a policy is not desirable for three reasons.  First, silence is often impossible in practice, for some secondary 
doctrines are inseparable from certain secular issues (e.g. church/state relations), while others are unavoidable because 
they pertain to children themselves (e.g. covenant theology and infant baptism).  Second, silence is risky, for heresies 
that deny the Gospel itself often involve the corruption of secondary doctrines (e.g. the Mass and baptismal 
regeneration).  Third, silence is contrary to discipleship, for ignoring differences between the denominations really 
means ignoring part of Jesus’ teaching (contrary to Matthew 28:19-20).  How can “the truth” or “the faith” be divided, 
even though some commandments are admittedly “least” and some are “greatest” (Matthew 5:19; 22:36-40; 23:23)? 
 
Instead of silence, the Bible teaches that mature unity is achieved through speaking—specifically, through “speaking 
the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15).  Correctly understanding this approach will help reduce some of the evils 
associated with “doctrine.”  First, let all teachers know and teach the truth—not their philosophy, opinions, or hobby-
horses, but Jesus Christ from the true intention of each passage of Scripture, for “all Scripture is profitable” (2 
Timothy 3:16).  Second, let all teachers truly love their students.  Since love is giving, a loving teacher will earnestly 
desire to give students as much truth about God and His glory as possible, keeping in mind the following two 
considerations.  Since love is both patient and kind, loving instruction will remain sensitive to timing and to the needs 
of individual students (cf. 2 Timothy 4:2; Ephesians 4:29).  Moreover, a loving teacher will consciously seek peace 
along with holiness (Hebrews 12:14), remembering the apostolic injunctions, “Respect what is right in the sight of all 
men,” and, “If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men” (Romans 12:17b-18).  By such means, 
in prayerful reliance on Christ for the Holy Spirit, a community Christian school can grow in both unity and maturity. 

 



 

 

Philosophy of Education 
 

Overall Goal 
 
Christian education aims not at mere knowledge or vocational skill, but at wisdom, which arises from the word of God 
and leads to salvation through the faith that is in Christ Jesus (Psalm 19:7 and 2 Timothy 3:15). 
 
Principles 
 
1.   The Christian education of a child is the responsibility of his parents, especially his father (Ephesians 6:4). 

2.   Ultimately, Christian education consists of training, which includes both development and correction (Proverbs 
3:11-12, Heb. musar). 

3.   Correction is usually reproof; the rod is reserved for rebellion (Proverbs 29:15). 

4.   Parents should seek to work together in the education of their children, for God delights in love more than 
isolation (cf. Psalm 133; Hosea 6:6). 

5.   Teachers can assist parents by offering both knowledge and a sample life of holiness (2 Timothy 3:14-15); 
however, teachers cannot replace parents, for education is more than academics (e.g. Deuteronomy 8:3-5). 

6.   The church and her pastors should provide teachers to come alongside and to assist parents, for the ministry exists 
to equip the saints for service (cf. Ephesians 4:11-12 and 6:4). 

7.   A child’s submissive attitude to authority, especially to God’s authority, is absolutely necessary for true 
education, for “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10). 

8.   Each day of learning should begin with worship, both in prayer (for wisdom is from God, Proverbs 2:6) and in 
praise (for sacred music is instruction, training both the spirit and the understanding, Colossians 3:16 and 1 
Corinthians 14:15).  

9.   The child must be motivated to seek wisdom for himself or it will not be acquired (Proverbs 1-9, passim). 

10.   The teacher should make instruction both delightful and true (Ecclesiastes 12:10). 

11.   The core curriculum of Christian education is the Bible, which is inspired, inerrant, and relevant for all cultures 
and for all time (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

12.   Though the Bible holds ultimate authority as the foundation of all faith, Christian teachers both past and present 
should also be heard, for teachers are as much Christ’s gift to the church as are apostles and prophets (cf. 
Ephesians 2:20 and 4:11). 

13.   The liberal arts of history (what has happened) and literature (what typically happens) provide a controlled 
laboratory of life for young believers to witness wisdom and folly in action. 

14.   While the goal of education exceeds mere knowledge and skills, certain skills and knowledge are necessary to 
achieve wisdom (Proverbs 2:1-4). 

15.   The study of language and communication facilitate the acquisition of wisdom (Proverbs 1:2-6). 

16.   Commonplace books and memorization accompany wise learning (Proverbs 22:17-21). 



 

 

Writing an Essay 
Spring Branch Academy 

 
Because we read not only to know but also to think, writing should regularly follow reading.  To 
encourage this habit, you will regularly write essays upon topics generated from your reading in 
History and Literature.  An essay literally is a mental test of the strength of your own mind, an 
expression of how well you understand a topic. 
 
The topics for your essay must be generated by something in the assigned reading.  Topics may be 
assigned or suggested to you by the tutor, or they may arise from what intrigues you as you read.  
The best essays come from a trail of thought launched from some detail or insight gained by your 
reading.  To develop this trail, you are encouraged to “pick your poseys” from the text (quotations 
or insights that you want to pocket) and “press them” in your notebooks. 
 
The essay is composed of two paragraphs: 
 

The first paragraph introduces your topic in a way that will entice your reader to read 
more.  In this paragraph, you must include the specific quotation or information in the 
book you read that piqued your interest and generated your own thoughts.  Also include a 
problem generated by the topic, that is, because of what you found in the reading, a person 
could react in this direction or in that direction. 
 
The second paragraph gives your own views on the topic.  You must give at least three 
points that support your perspective.  These points can (and probably will) include other 
details from the book you read, or from other books such as the Bible.  At the end of the 
essay, conclude by stating your main point again, and by showing how that is important for 
the reader to know. 

 
The format of the essay is: 
 
 Typed, 12-point font, one-inch margins, and double-spaced 
 400-word minimum (about one page in length) 
 Title: Centered and bold, with your name on the next line (not in bold) 
 Quotations: In parentheses, cite the author, a short form of the title, and page  
  number (e.g. Herodotus, Histories, 47). 
 
Grading will consider both the content (the quality of your thinking) and the form (the quality of 
your writing).  Essays that are poorly done may be returned to be rewritten. 
 
God bless you as you fear Him, examine His works, and seek from Him a discerning mind about 
His world (Psalm 111)! 
 



 

 

A Standard Style for a Book Review 
Spring Branch Academy 

 
Much of education consists of reading books.  Even God Himself has communicated His mind to 
us through a book, the Bible (which literally means, “book”).  But the reading of books is not 
sufficient in itself for knowledge.  Many people read books only to forget most of what they read.  
Like the early frontiersman, they shoot the buffalo, but do not bother to process the meat and pack 
it away for future use.  Instead of reading a book and moving on, we should first pack away what 
we learn.  Like stories we tell over and over, the books we learn the best are the ones we talk about 
the most.   
 
One excellent discipline for packing away what we read is to write a book review.  The following 
guide offers a simple outline for writing such a review.  The book report consists of four 
paragraphs, which are described under the four underlined headings.  When finished, the report 
should be about three pages of double-spaced, type-written text. 
 
The Author’s Story 

•   The first sentence gives both the genre of the book and its subject: 
  “Big Book by Joe Author is a novel about life during the Civil War.” 

•   The next sentence gives the main character and starts describing the plot: 
 “The story focuses on the experiences of Billy Smith, a boy living on a southern 

plantation.” 
•   The rest of the paragraph develops the plot in a general way, without revealing how 

everything turns out in the end. 
 
The Author’s Point 

•   The first sentence gives the thesis of the book: 
 “In Big Book, Joe Author argues that adversity brings real prosperity.” 
•   The rest of the paragraph gives the author’s evidence for his thesis. 

  “The author attempts to prove his point in three ways.  First,…” 
 
Your Analysis 

•   The first sentence tells your overall opinion of the book: 
  “Joe Author tells a good story and puts it to good use.” 

•   The rest of the paragraph offers your detailed analysis of both the author’s story and his 
message.  It is best to begin with the merits of the book, before describing its faults. 

 
Your Suggestions 

•   The first sentence offers the best use for this book for someone else: 
  “Big Book will really help those in a personal crisis.” 

•   The rest of the paragraph offers suggestions for future books: 
  “Hopefully this will not be the last word on this topic.  In particular, the insights  
  into suffering offer strands for another author to weave.” 
  
 


